Neagh Bann River Basin Management Plan Corrigenda

1. Appropriate Assessment Terminology Amendments

‘Natura Impact Statement’ is now the agreed term for the statement prepared following an AA.  This usage will require the following amendments:
Amendment 1.1 Glossary and Abbreviations 

Include the following term in the glossary after NAP and before DEHLG-NPWS on page iii

	Natura Impact Statement (NIS)
	Natura Impact Statement - the statement prepared following Appropriate Assessment for Natura 2000 sites as required under the Habitats Directive


Amendment 1.2 Strategic Environmental Assessment and Appropriate Assessment for Natura 2000 Sites

a) Replace ‘Similarly an Appropriate Assessment (AA) for Natura 2000 Sites was prepared to ascertain any impacts to Protected Areas’ with ‘Similarly an Appropriate Assessment (AA) for Natura 2000 Sites was carried out to ascertain any impacts to Protected Areas and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) was prepared’ in first paragraph of section 6.1.4 page 66 as shown by highlighted text below.
To ensure that the plan does not have adverse consequences for the wider environment (beyond its focus on waters), an Environmental Report was prepared as part of the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the river basin management plan and programme of measures for the Neagh Bann IRBD in accordance with national and EU legislation. Similarly an Appropriate Assessment (AA) for Natura 2000 Sites was carried out to ascertain any impacts to Protected Areas and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) was prepared. Statutory consultation about these assessments was undertaken with the relevant bodies in both Ireland and Northern Ireland (Northern Ireland Environment Agency, Environmental Protection Agency, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources). Views on the Environmental Report, the Habitats Directive Assessment Report and the draft plan were also sought during a consultation period from December 2008 to June 2009. The comments made in the submissions received on the three documents were used to refine and amend the contents of the final plan; their influence is discussed in detail in the SEA Statement. All SEA and AA reports, including the SEA Statement are available with the environmental assessment background documents at www.wfdireland.ie.

b) Replace ‘Environmental and Appropriate Assessment Reports’ with ‘Environmental Report and Natura Impact Statement’ in paragraph on page 67 as shown by the highlighted text below.
The SEA Statement documents how the recommendations of both the Environmental Report and Natura Impact Statement, as well as the views of the statutory consultees and other submissions received during consultation, have influenced the preparation of the final Neagh Bann IRBD plan and programme of measures. It also provides information on the arrangements put in place to monitor and mitigate any significant environmental effects of implementing the plan.

Amendment 1.3 – Appendix 5

After ‘Ensure that appropriate assessment is carried out’, insert ‘and a Natura Impact Statement prepared’ in paragraph 2 of Relevant Actions under Birds and Habitats Directive in Appendix 5: Neagh Bann IRBD Action Programme (page 81) as shown by highlighted text overleaf.

Appendix 5: Neagh Bann IRBD Action Programme

	BIRDS AND HABITATS DIRECTIVES (79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC) 

	European Communities (Natural Habitats) Regulations (SI 94 of 1997) as amended in 1998 and 2005:
Purpose: to ensure the protection of habitats and species of European importance.

Relevant actions: 

Designate sites hosting habitats and species of European importance for inclusion in the Natura 2000 network as needed. Establish appropriate conservation measures, and management plans where necessary, to ensure achievement of favourable conservation status. 

Ensure that appropriate assessment is carried out and a Natura Impact Statement prepared in relation to activities which are likely to impact on designated sites and, where necessary, regulate activities. Introduce compensatory measures to ensure the coherence of the Natura 2000 network if damaging activities are allowed to go ahead.

Promote education on the need to protect species and habitats, encourage research necessary to achieve the aims of the regulations.

Environmental Objectives (Freshwater Pearl Mussel) Regulations (SI 296 of 2009):
Purpose: To set legally binding objectives for water quality in rivers, or parts of rivers, inhabited by freshwater pearl mussels Margaritifera and designated as Special Area of Conservation (SAC) so as to protect this species. The regulations also require steps to be taken to attain those objectives.

Relevant actions: 

Establish environmental quality objectives. Undertake monitoring, assess conservation status and investigate pollution. Develop management plans (sub-basin plans of River Basin Management Plans), including any necessary measures, to ensure achievement of environmental quality objectives. 

Examine discharge authorisations to designated areas and establish if they require review.

Monitor the implementation of the sub-basin management plans and ensure their implementation.
	DEHLG-NPWS, DEHLG 

Relevant parties DEHLG-NPWS, DEHLG, 

DEHLG


DEHLG-NPWS

Public authorities

DEHLG


2. Typographical error in Table of Contents Amendment 

Table of contents

a)  Insert ‘3 The status of the waters of the Neagh Bann IRBD’ as shown by text highlighted below.


Error! Bookmark not defined.Foreword


Error! Bookmark not defined.Glossary and Abbreviations


Error! Bookmark not defined.Executive summary


Error! Bookmark not defined.1 Introduction


Error! Bookmark not defined.2 Description of the Neagh Bann IRBD


Error! Bookmark not defined.3 The status of the waters of the Neagh Bann IRBD


Error! Bookmark not defined.4 The objectives for the Neagh Bann IRBD


Error! Bookmark not defined.5 The programme of measures for the Neagh Bann IRBD


Error! Bookmark not defined.6 Integrating plans and programmes


Error! Bookmark not defined.Appendix 1 Background documents


Error! Bookmark not defined.Appendix 2 Contact Details for Local Authorities


Error! Bookmark not defined.Appendix 3 Protected Areas in the Neagh Bann IRBD


Error! Bookmark not defined.Drinking Water – River Water body


Error! Bookmark not defined.Appendix 4: National legislation transposing eleven key EU Directives relevant to water protection


Error! Bookmark not defined.Appendix 5: Neagh Bann IRBD Action Programme





3. Typographical Error Amendment 

a) Insert ‘1’ to Dangerous substances: chemical pollution & chemical status failures row under Transitional column as shown by text highlighted below,

Table 4.5 Reasons why extended timescales are required in certain water bodies in the Neagh Bann IRBD

	Issue and extension required
	· Rivers
	· Lakes
	· Transitional
	· Coastal
	· Groundwater
	Likely failing status element
	Constraint
	Action to 2015

	Dangerous substances: chemical pollution &: chemical status failures

Extend to 2021

Map 4.3
	-
	-
	1
	2
	-
	Priority substance
	Certainty of cause: the national monitoring programme has been recently expanded to include a much broader range of substances. More time is needed to find the extent, causes and sources of chemical status non-compliance and to investigate and implement measures. In that light, there is a technical constraint and objectives will need review in 2015.
	EPA to monitor waters and establish a register of discharges, emissions and losses. Local Authorities to prepare pollution reduction programmes. In accordance with the Surface Waters Environmental Objectives Regulations 2009.

	Combined total number 
	(69)
	(10)
	(8)
	(3)
	(2)
	

	Total as % of all waters
	72
	58
	89
	60
	7
	


4. Action Programme Amendment

Insert the text highlighted below under OTHER ISSUES in Appendix 5: Neagh Bann IRBD Action Programme (page 98) which relates to the preparation of ‘pollution reduction programmes for the purposes of achieving water quality standards for designated shellfish waters’ included under the Programme of Measures in Section 5.2.6 of the RBMP.

	OTHER ISSUES

	Climate change: all measures have been assessed to ensure that the plan adequately considers the potential impacts of climatic change (see Chapter 6) – this will be reviewed as climate change information improves.

Invasive alien species: support measures being developed by the national alien species study (conducted by QUERCUS) and local investigations at district level

Aquaculture: strengthen regulation (applying appropriate assessment and developing biodiversity approaches at EU level). Propose national standards and implement shellfish pollution reduction plans. A multi-department Marine Coordination Group has been established.
	DEHLG, EPA

DEHLG - NPWS, local authorities

DAFF, local authorities, DEHLG
	2009–2015
National

2009–2015
National

2009–2015
Designated sites


5. European Communities (Assessment and Management of Flood Risks) Regulations 2010 Amendment

Recent publication of these regulations requires the following change:

Replace ‘ Regulations transposing the Floods Directive are expected soon’ with ‘Regulations transposing the Floods Directive have been made (SI 122 of 2010)’ in the first paragraph of section 6.1.2 Flood risk management plans on page 65 as shown by highlighted text below.
The Report of Ireland’s Flood Policy Review Group 2004 set out a new policy on the management of flood risks which is consistent with the new Floods Directive (2007/60/EC). This includes the preparation of catchment-based Flood Risk Management Plans that will set out the long-term strategy and a prioritised set of measures for managing flood risks, both structural and non-structural. Regulations transposing the Floods Directive have been made (SI 122 of 2010). Implementation of the Water Framework Directive and the Floods Directive is to be coordinated. The principal requirements of the Floods Directive are:

6. Consultation – Typographical Error Amendment

Insert ‘exchange, consultation, cooperation and liaison within and between Ireland’s public authorities.’ immediately after ‘The plans were also considered by a Public Authorities Forum which facilitates information” in the third paragraph on page 4, Section 1.3.2 as shown by highlighted text below.

The plans were also considered by a Public Authorities Forum which facilitates information exchange, consultation, cooperation and liaison within and between Ireland’s public authorities.
